132                       TIME     RUNS     OUT
Day. By a series of coincidences I had an opportunity to
talk about Hess.
Hess wrote two letters when he left Germany. He wrote
them in ink on Messerschmitt's stationery. He wrote a very
long letter to his wife and a letter to Hitler. He didn't
mail them, he left them on Willie Messerschmitt's desk
at the Messerschmitt plant, from which he flew his plane.
Hess knew Messerschmitt well, and had been taking a
" refresher course " from German experimental pilots at the
flying field adjoining the Messerschmitt factory. There
is a tendency to forget that Hess had always been a pilot,
and this fact is interesting, because there has been so much
question about how he could fly and navigate an advanced
type of plane so efficiently. Actually, he had put in over
fifty hours flying these newer ships at the Messerschmitt
plant.
The ship itself was the latest-model fighter. Ordinarily
it had nothing like the flying range Hess's trip required.
But one of these planes, the one Hess used, had been
especially rigged up for further experimental work with
fighting equipment removed and extra gasoline tanks in-
stalled. The changes were not made for Hess. This plane
had once been flown to Barcelona. Hess saw the plane in
Messerschmitt's hangar every day.
One segment of German thought holds that Hess in-
tended to make Ireland his destination. The idea is that he
was flying to Dublin. We overlook the fact, but it is very
important in European espionage, that the Germans have
an embassy in Dublin. This outpost of German authority,
influence, and espionage on the other side of England is
extremely significant in many German plans. It is highly
staffed with many of the top German strategists and agents
and it stands as a dagger in the back of the British Isles.
There is a great deal going on there even to-day. Dublin
is much more than a pin on all German war maps and on
the maps of the Nazi Military Intelligence. There is no
lack of reasons for Hess to go to Dublin.
If Hess had flown to Dublin as the crow flies, he would
have passed over London and the full width of England.
It would have been shorter, and he would not have run
out of gas, but this would have been running the gauntlet.